WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN A PERSON DIES

WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES ABOUT 1 3

LIFE
Who created man and how did He do it?

=

DEATH
Why do we have to die?

e

3. What is death?

4. To what does Jesus compare death?

5. Does the person who died know anything?

6. What happens with the soul?

7. Should we consult the dead?

WHAT MUST I DO?

Take comfort in the hope of the resurrection.
Believe in Jesus
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Remain in Jesus and in the truth until the day in which God

makes us immortal.

I trust in God’s promises. I surrender my life to Jesus
in order to have eternal life.

SIGNATURE

Genesis 1:27; 2.7

Romans 6:23 and 5:12

Ecclesiastes 12:7

John 11:11, 13
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6

Ezekiel 18:4

Deuteronomy
18:10, 11

1 Thess. 4:13-18
John 11:25
Romans 2:7



» ADDITIONAL STUDY «

Death is the Cessation of Life. Death is a return to
dust (Ecclesiastes 3:20). No more suffering or rejoicing
(Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6). Ceases to be (Psalm 104:29).
Thoughts come to an end (Psalm 146:4). No more
participation in the concerns of the living (Job 14:21;
Psalm 6:5).

Immortality. Only God is immortal (1 Timothy 1:17;
6:15, 16). Man is mortal by nature (Isaiah 51:12). Man'’s
flesh is mortal (2 Corinthians 4:11). The soul is also mortal
(Ezekiel 18:4). Immortality will be granted after the
resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:52-55).

Christ, the Hope of Life. Christ promises to give
eternal life (John 10:27, 28). Christ removes death and
brings life to light (2 Timothy 1:10). Jesus has the keys
of hell and death (Revelation 1:18).

Life and Death

“If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14). This is
the question that worries humanity the most.
Fortunately, God in his love has expanded on the answer
in his Holy Word. He explains to us that life is the
association of two elements: dust and breath of life
(spirit) from God (Genesis 2:7). Death is the inverse
process: the dust returns to the earth and the breath of
life, or vital principle given by God, returns to God
(Ecclesiastes 12:7). The real cause of death is sin (Romans
6:23). Sin has passed to all men and because of that all
must die (Romans 5:12).

Where do the Dead Go?

According to the Bible, the dead go to the tomb,
where they sleep until the return of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The word hell simply means tomb, but not a
place of perpetual suffering. The Bible does not mention
purgatory. It also doesn’t say that the dead go to
heaven, because the reward will be given to the
righteous when our Lord Jesus returns and the
resurrection takes place.

Can We Communicate With the Dead?

In desperation, many relatives try to establish a
relationship with their dead loved ones. But the Bible
is clear when it teaches that the dead know nothing
(Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6). Therefore, they
communicate with us, nor can we with them.
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We must remember that Satan’s first lie dealt with
this matter. God told Adam that if he sinned he
would die, but Satan replied: “You shall not die”
(Genesis 3:4). Satan keeps trying to deceive in regards
to death, and he is determined to maintain his original
lie. He can do it easily because he transforms “into an
angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Even the demons
are able to impersonate people who have died (2
Corinthians 11:15). Many of the apparently
unexplainable or surprising phenomenon are
provoked by “spirits of devils, working miracles”
(Revelation 16:14). That's why we are urged: “believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God” (1 John 4:1). God in the Bible strictly condemns
any occultist or spiritualistic practice (Leviticus 19:31,
20:37; Isaiah 8:19).

Wonderful Hope

Death is sleep. Just like after a hard day of work
comes a sleep that repairs, after a long life filled with
work, God grants us a deserved sleep of rest (John
11:11-14).

The Resurrection. Death is not the end of
everything. The farewell to the loved one is not
definitive, it is simply “see you later”. In several
places in the Bible it speaks of the blessed home of
the “resurrection” (lsaiah 26:19; 1 Thessalonians
4:16; John 6:40).

The Transformation. When resurrecting, the
person will have a new body, a new mind and a new
personality (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 51-56; Philippians
3:20, 21).

No More Death. Just as it is with all tragedies
caused by sin, God will eliminate death forever.
When we reunite with our loved ones, we will do so
with the total certainty that we will never again say
goodbye and that there will never be separation
(Isaiah 25:8; Luke 20:36).

This marvelous hope must strengthen our faith in
the sure promises of God. When a loved one dies we
will have the natural human sadness, but our tears
will not be because of separation, because the
righteous has hope at his death” (Proverbs 14:32).



